	Writing in Response to Reading

	Type


	Description


	Examples



	Notes or Post-its
	Words, phrases, quotes or sketches done on sticky-notes or in notebooks
	· Place where you made a connection

· Predictions

· Questions

· New information

· Nice language

· Example of literary element

· Confusions

· Interesting words

· Unknown words

	Insert
	Student make symbols on, underline or highlight a copy of text for specific purpose(s)
	· C = Place where you connect

· P = Predictions

· ? = Questions

· ! = New or surprising information

· CI: Character inference

	Quick Writes
	Students are given 1-2 minutes to jot down thinking about a text. Can be directed or open-ended and can be used before, during or after reading.
	· Specific prompt: predictions
· Response: how did this part make you feel

· Critical thinking: what is your opinion of…

· Summarizing: what do you know so far

· Reflection: how are you doing as a reader?

· Open: what are you thinking about?

	Graphic organizers
	Specific or open-ended graphic representations used to capture and organize thinking about a text or element. Useful as a pre-writing tool for longer responses.
	· Chapter grids
· Responsibility pie charts

· Positive-Negative charts

· Venn Diagrams

· Grids

	Letters
	Responses written in the form of a friendly letter to show thinking about reading. Letters may have specific expectations, such as tracking personal connections, showing literary analysis, or identifying life lessons/themes.
	· Letters to:
· teacher

· other readers

· group members

· parent / family members

· other classes

· pen pals

· authors

· friends

	Summary
	One paragraph restatement of major themes, naming characters and describing major problem and solution.  If reading non-fiction, summary includes topic, most main ideas developed and a few details.
	· Outlines
· Paragraph

· Found poem
· Verbed

· Lists

· Key words

· Chapter grids

	Teacher Created Questions
	Responses to specific closed questions, unique to one text 
	· List of two or three questions about a text or about a portion of a text

	Type


	Description


	Examples



	Double-Column Entry
	Response on a paper that is divided into two columns, where one column represents aspect of the text and the other column is reserved for reader response
	· Information known-New information

· Quote: Meaning

· Quote: Reflection

· Trait: Quote that shows example(s)

· Main idea: supporting details

· Important information: interesting information

	Open-ended questions
	Students respond in a sentence or short paragraph to open ended question stems
	· Open-ended questions

· I wonder…

· I think…

· I still don’t get…

· I wish…

	Exit slips
	Short writes to specific prompt geared to one or more specific state indicators
	· Standards-based exit slips

· Specific questions in format that mimics state assessments

	Book recommendations or review
	Short paragraph summary (without specifics) that includes reader’s personal feelings about author’s style and the story and attempts to persuade potential readers for or against reading the text
	· Bulletin board: Class picks

· Index cards

	Diary entries
	Student writes from perspective of a character to recount events or feelings
	· Includes references to time and feelings of characters

	Sketches
	Drawings or diagrams to visually represent information
	· Character sketch

· Comic strip

· Cartoon

· Story board

· Scene illustration

	Lists
	Capture particular examples or things to think on
	· Examples of similes

· Examples of interesting figurative language

· Unknown words

· References to time change

· Evidence of some aspect of character traits

	Literary Essay
	Formal essay that presents ideas about a text
	· Well-presented argument or analysis of a character

· Analysis of an author’s style

· Analysis of a character’s change

· Analysis of an author’s coverage or bias

	Retelling
	Paragraph that recounts major events in sequential order to include major problem and solutions.  More detail oriented than summary.
	· Oral retelling

· Recap before moving on

· Written retelling

	Author Study
	Presentation about author to include examples of works, author’s style, and critique of works.
	· Power-point presentation

· Written report
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